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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the applicant's amendment filed October 3. 
2005. Claims 1, 5, 7, 13, 27, 30, 39, and 41 have been amended. Claims 2. 23, and 28 
have been canceled. Claims 44-55 are newly added. Claims 1, 3-22, 24-7 and 29-55 
are cun'ently pending in this case. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see applicant's amendment, filed October 3, 2005, with 
respect to section 101 rejections of claims 7, 13 and 27 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive, with respect to the currently amended version of said claims. The 
section 101 rejection of independent claims 7, 13 and 27 and of their dependent claims 
8-12, 14-22. 24-26, and 29-40 has been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-22, 24-7 and 29-44 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 , 3-22, 24-27 and 29-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Elander et al (US 4,500,750). 

6. Regarding claim 1 - 
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Elander discloses a method of providing an authentication service (e.g. abstract), 
comprising: with an authentication server (e.g. col 5 In 60-62 "a network of banks . . 
connected to a master bank or switch"), relating a user identity to a set of authentication 
mechanisms, the user identity belonging to a user (e.g. col 6 In 9-1 2); relating a type of 
transaction with a relying party to a level of authentication, the relying party reliant on 
the authentication service to authenticate the user before user access is provided to its 
service, program or information (e.g. col 6 In 20-65); selecting at least one 
authentication mechanism from the set of authentication mechanisms according to the 
level of authentication associated with the tvpe of transaction: and authenticating the 
user identity through the at least one authentication mechanism wherein the user is 
granted or denied access to the service, program or information provided by the relying 
party (e.g. col 6 In 20-65). 

7. Elander discloses in column 6 In 20-65, different authentication mechanisms for 
users who are members of that bank and that branch, that same bank, but different 
branch and members of different banks. These are all, arguably, different 
authentication mechanisms according to the level of authentication associated with the 
tvpe of transaction, as well as different mechanisms wherein the user is granted or 
denied access to the service. Thus, although not specifically disclosing the levels of 
authorization in this application, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill to adapt 
Elander to obtain the instant invention. 

8. Regarding claims 3-6 - 
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Elander discloses a mechanism as in claim 1 , further comprising: monitoring a series 
of authentications for the relying party to detect fraud (e.g. col 5 p 6); wherein the 
authentication mechanisms in the set of authentication mechanisms are part of a 
distributed system (e.g. col 6 p 7); wherein at least one of the authentication 
mechanisms is mobile (e.g. col 2 p 3); a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method as recited in claim 1 (e.g. col 2 p 3). 

9. As above, Elander discloses in column 6 In 20-65, different authentication 
mechanisms for users who are members of that bank and that branch, that same bank, 
but different branch and members of different banks. These are all, arguably, different 
authentication mechanisms according to the level of authentication associated with the 
tvpe of transaction, as well as different mechanisms wherein the user is granted or 
denied access to the service. 

10. Regarding claims 7-22, 24-27 and 29-55, the rejection is based on the same 
criteria as above. 

1 1 . Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

13. Rubin (US 5,638,446) discloses a method for the secure distribution of electronic 
files in a distributed environment. 

14. Johnson et al (US 5.428,795) discloses a method of and apparatus for providing 
automatic security control of distributions within a data processing center. 

15. Bourbon (US 5.822,408) discloses a method and apparatus for verifying the 
identity of a receiver of a facsimile. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose telephone number is 571- 
272-671 1 . The examiner can nomially be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

17. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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18. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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